Dear Friends and Family,

            I am writing on Elena's behalf again this morning.  Night before last she and I were able to spend a full hour on the phone.  Since it was Skype, we used the video phone, so she could see her nephews here (little Aaron wanted to talk at length about his own little adventures).  I was grateful to see Elena looking well, healthy, calm, and good-humored.  She wanted me to be sure to thank all of you for your prayers on her behalf.

She also wanted me to ask you to pray for certain key members of the Pentecostal Church's disaster response team that she is a part of.

            She said that they are still struggling to understand just exactly what has happened.  You will have heard that the aftershocks continue-a 6.9 (on the Richter Scale) shock on the morning that we spoke.

Each aftershock sends people back into the street and seems to bring down another house.  The outgoing president of Chile (they have a change of government this week) made a serious mistake early in the crisis by declaring that Chile was prepared for such a disaster and that no international aid was needed.  That was before the news from the south came in.  In Elena's region (called #7), 50% of the schools are either down or unsafe.  The hospitals in both Talca and Curicó have had to be closed.  In the town of Gualañé, 20,000 people are homeless.

            The government has begun to provide prefab cabins, something like the FEMA mobile homes after Katrina, only much smaller.  Elena is concerned about these cabins, because they are being installed with no foundations or pilings.  The rainy season is now less than a month away, and the problem is that after the earthquake no one can be quite sure where the water will run.  Elena has seen one place where there were waterfalls and now there is nothing-the water evidently running underground.  What will happen when the rain comes-especially when you consider that along with the rain comes cold weather.

            The first person Elena and I want to ask you to pray for is Richard Muñoz, the eldest son of Bishop Ulíses Muñoz.  At one time Richard was a taxi driver and has served for a long time as his father's ad hoc gopher and deputy.  Richard is using the Shalom Center pickup truck to visit all of the villages and towns around Curicó to take water and food and to survey the damage and all the need.  He is finding, not surprisingly, that the aid pouring in is concentrating in the urban areas and that the rural areas are receiving little help.  In good part from his reports and that of other pastors, the church leadership has determined that there is an immediate need for 200-300 cabins-this is not the number of church people who lost their homes, this is the number of church families who lost their homes AND have no other family or friends that can take them in.

            These reports have also brought the estimate that 15 churches are either one the ground or will have to be torn down and rebuilt.  In their initial meetings after the quake, and because it is a traumatic thing to lose the place of worship, the bishop and the leadership were inclined to think that the church's piority should be to rebuild.  For years, the leadership has dreamed of replacing the Pentecostal Church's "cathedral"  (a big, boxlike warehouse of a building in Curicó) with a larger and more distinguished building.  Much money has been collected for that purpose.  In this crisis, there was no doubt that those funds would have to be diverted for attention to the crisis.  That was a wrenching decision, but the second decision was even more wrenching-that the money would have to be used to build cabins for the people with most need rather than rebuilding the houses of worship.  Please pray for the leadership of the Pentecostal Church because this decision is not taken without regret and without the potential of a great deal of criticism from those whose homes were not destroyed.

Elena told me "It is the right decision, though.  Once the people have a safe place to live, they themselves will set about rebuilding the place of

worship as a grateful response to God."   In the administrative process I

would ask that you pray for Mauricio, the personal assistant of the Bishop who is taking leadership in designing and presenting the church's disaster response plan: a plan entitled "Levanta la Esperanza" (Lift up hope).

Tomorrow all of the District Superintendents of the Church (including Pastor Aguayo from Constitución, whose own house and church were demolished) will be meeting.  Mauricio and Elena will be presenting the plan.  Pray that the Superintendents might be united at this time and that the church may respond quickly and effectively to the need.

            This brings me to the third person Elena and I would like to ask prayer for.  Mr. Iturriaga was a neighbor of Elena's when she lived in Curicó.  He has a modest construction company and has placed himself, his employees, his trucks, and his knowledge at the service of the church at this time.  With the architect they have developed the plans for a small cabin which will cost $1100 USD each to build.  The covered open air gym of the Curicó Church is being transformed into a factory for these cabins where all of the building materials will be brought and cut.  The walls will have aluminum window frames for better insulation and weatherproofing, the roofs will be insulated, the doors will have locks, and the building materials will be good quality-all improvements over what the government would provide.  The families in the communities will receive instructions regarding the foundations and the pilings, and Mr. Iturriaga will oversee the delivery and assembly on site of the cabins.

            The second priority that the church leadership has decided to focus on is trauma response and emotional first aid.  As I told you before, Elena and 8 other people from the church received a Seminar for Trauma Awareness and Resilience certification.  Three of these people are from the Curicó church.  They and Elena have already gone out into the communities to do an initial assessment of need.  They have also had the first workshop for Sunday school personnel-in this case for the young women who are Sunday school overseers, each one with 20 congregations under her care and supervision.  These workshops, community visits, and reassessment of their effectiveness will continue.

            Finally, I would lift up the care and emotional support of Bishop Ulíses Muñoz and the leadership of the Pentecostal Church of Chile.

Elena's supervisor from the Board of Global Ministries, Rev. Felix Ortiz, Executive Secretary for Latin America and the Carribean (who himself was a long-time missionary in Haiti and who has been assisting response to that disaster), will be arriving in Chile for a visit next Monday.  At this point, someone from outside who can come to offer pastoral accompaniment and a sympathetic ear, will be a real blessing.

            Elena told me that a one hour trip from Curicó to Talca has taken her five hours on the bus.  They have to consider carefully each trip that the pickup truck takes, on account of fuel shortages.  There is a real doubt with regard to whether, even with money in hand (and a contract already made with the supplier) they will be able to procure the materials for the first dozen houses.  Some of the team members are showing signs of fatigue and stress.  I was at a church meeting this weekend where many friends asked about Elena, were happy to find out that she was not hurt and that the camp and home/office were not affected-then they seemed to feel that therefore everything was OK.  But things are not just "OK."  God IS at work and the church IS responding, but this kind of event reminds us that there is an enemy of our souls and that enemy is able to influence nature, governments, and even the church itself-unless the persistent prayers of God's people are offered as tools for the Holy Spirit's effective response in driving the enemy away.

            May God bless each one of you who have, by your own prayers and sharing, been made part of the Pentecostal Church of Chile's project to Lift up Hope in a country that is not accustomed to thinking itself as being in need.

On behalf of Elena,

David Huegel

